
"The Lonely" 
Words and music by Christina Perri 

 

 2am; where do I begin,  
 Crying off my face again. 

 The silent sound of loneliness 

 Wants to follow me to bed. 

  

I'm a ghost of a girl that I want to be most. 

I'm the shell of a girl that I used to know well. 

  

Dancing slowly in an empty room, 

 Can the lonely take the place of you? 

 I sing myself a quiet lullaby. 

 Let you go and let the lonely in 

 To take my heart again.  
  

Too afraid to go inside 

 For the pain of one more loveless night. 

 But the loneliness will stay with me 

 And hold me til I fall asleep. 

  

I'm a ghost of a girl that I want to be most. 

 I'm the shell of a girl that I used to know well. 

  

Dancing slowly in an empty room,  

 Can the lonely take the place of you?  

 I sing myself a quiet lullaby. 

 Let you go and let the lonely in 

 To take my heart again. 

  

Broken pieces of 

 A barely breathing story 

 Where there once was love 

 Now there's only me and the lonely. 

  

Dancing slowly in an empty room 

 Can the lonely take the place of you? 

 I sing myself a quiet lullaby 

 Let you go and let the lonely in 

 To take my heart again.  

 

1. Explain the paradoxical statement “silent sound of loneliness”.  How does the alliteration of the 

phrase contribute to meaning? 

 

 

 

2. Explain the characterization of the girl in these two lines. 

 

 

 

3. Using the text and the melody, describe your vision of the description of the room. 

 

 

 

4. How does the speaker use personification in this stanza?  Explain the meaning behind the 

characterization. 

 

 

 

5. The word “lonely” is usually used as an adjective.  In this song, the speaker uses the word as a 

noun.  Explain how using the word “lonely” as a noun affects meaning in the text. 

 

 

 

6. Identify the mood of the song.  How does Christina Perri create that mood? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7.  In a single sentence, identify the main idea that Christina Perri develops in this song.   

 

 

 

Name: ___________________________________________ Period: ______ Date: ___________________________ 

 


